ERMON 


, Preached: before:the .._.. 
Righr Honourable 


T BE 


. Lotd: Mayor 


DADE It 


A \L DERM E N 


[City & London. 


| BO W-Church, Sadler 2. 1690, 


[Being the Anpivenery, Faſt for the Burning of 


1_ 
By GILBERT BURNET 
| The Second Edition. ph 


—— 


ILONDO ) ON; Printed for RichardChiſwel ac the Roſe and| |. 
”. Crown in St. Paul's Church-Yard. 1691, AS IJ 


_ 44 ol 


| CaSc 
Sc 


x 47 
; ; 126 


Clayton Mayor. 


Martis vij. die Septembr 1680, Arnoque Regis Ca- 
roli ſecund; Angl, exc. XxXY 


His Court doth defire Dr. Burnet to 
- Print his Sermon Preached on the Se- 
cond of September inftant, at BOW- 

Church, Before the Lord ER. and Aldermen 
- of this City. 


W acsTAFFE. 


187-/935 Ow | &7 F NJ. 
To the Right Honourable 


Sir Robert Clayton ; 
LORD-MAYOR 


OF THE 


City of London. 


HE Publiſhing this Sermon, was no eaſy 

part of my Obedience to your Lordſhip's Com- 
mands, and to the Defires of the Court of Al- © 

dermen : for I have no reaſon to expeFt it ſhould be ſo 
favourably received, when it is brought under the Eyes 
and Cenſures of the World, as when it was firſt delivered. 
Since the good temper the Auditory was in, upon the re- 
membrance of that great Conflagration, made it paſs more 
acceptably at firſt bearing, than is to be hoped for upon a 
ſtrifter review of it. And ſome Perſons of high Worth 
and Eminence, have been of late, treated ſo unſuitably, 

\ either to their Merit, or their deſigns in what they Preach- 
ed, that it may juſtly give fuch a one as I am PAs 
ſions of ill uſage, for touching our ſores, which are ſo ten- 
der, that ſome cannot bear the handling them in the ſoft- 
Þ eff manner. AY But - 


L AB = 


- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
But having obſerved that what I ſaid on theſe heads, 
- was not-undcceptable to your Lordſhip, who are ſo great 
a Tudge ; I do the -more freely adventure on making it 
publick. Since the Fuſtice, Prudence, and Moderation of 
your-Government, has given your Lordſhip /o great an © 
Intereſt in the eſteem. and. affeions , not only of this | 
great City, -but of the whole Nation ; that as thoſe 
who are to. ſucceed you mm that high Truſt , will be ya- 
lued and loved, as they follow the Pattern you have ſet 
them ; ſo there are few things that can recommend ſuch | 
a Diſcourſe more , than that I may, by your Lord- © 
ſhip's permiſſion, ſay, -it was approved of by one. of ſo 
great an underſtanding , and ſo excellent a temper, as 
yours is generally known to be. 

God grant this may have fome good effeft on thoſe that 
| heard it, or may read it, and that the ſad proſpe& now 
before us, may by the merey of God, upon our unfeigned. 
| Repentance_, be changed unto a ſerene and happy calm: 

wherein that your Lordſhip may be a great Inſtrument , 
both in this City, and in the publick Councils of the King- 
dom, tis the Earneſt Prayer of | 


- 
F 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble, and P 


moſt Obedient Seryant, 
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Amos, chap: 4. verſe 11, 12. 


T have overthrown ſome of you, as God overthrew So- 
dom. and: Gomorrah , and ye were as a Firebrand, 
pluck'd out 'of the Burning : Net have ye not return- 
ed unto. me, faith the Lord. 


Therefore thus will T do unto thee, O Iſrael : And be- 
cauſe 1 will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy 
God, O 1frael: 


H E remembrance of: that diſmal Day, which brings 
us now t& er,-grows too ſoon ſtale and cold; and 
perkaps gu es. rather-as; a doleful Tale, that we are to 
d down to the next Ape,than as a Subje& by which 

| - our Repentance and Humiliation are wrought on, We rather glo- 
ry in our Wealth, and the great Splendor of London rebuilt, than 

' . are humbled, when we remember how ſhe was laid in Aſhes. The 
R _ Largeneſs and Evenneſs of the Streets, the Regularity and Beau- 
, ty'of the Houſes; :the Magnificence of the Churches, Halls, Gates, 

+ - the Exchange, the Canal; the Monument, with: the other Glories 
/ of the City, do perhaps ſo much amuſe us; that, ſeeing now no 

\ . other Marks, by which we can know what Places were burnt, 
and what eſcaped that ſpreading and devouring Flame, but the 

Y Meanneſs of the one, compared. to the Pomp of the other, we 
F * are apt to think, Why ſhould fo diſaſtrous a Day be had in ſuch 
- ., conſtant remembrance? which might be more ſuitable when the 
\» Wound was green,the Aſhes and Rubbiſh were not removed, when 
- - the Impreſſion was deep, and Men were more ſenſible of- their 
Loſſes, which in a Succeflion of fourteen years, they. have either 
7 ax, , or being quite broken by them,” have made way for new 
Inhabicants, that had no ſhare of the former Calamity. But now 


- 
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- may ſeem too long, to perpetuate the Memory of theſe black 


Days, and bright Nights, thatſo many of you looked on then 
with amazement, and muſt ſtill reflet-on-with horror. = 


Yet if we conſider, that, how inſtrumental ſoever the Hand of : 
Hell wasin it, certainly the Hand, or rather the Breath of Heaven - 


was viſible, both in fſpteading it over {o many. Regions of this 
populous City, and in ſtopping it of a ſudden, when the Fire had 
executed its Commiſſion ; we caftinot but think it fit, after ſo long 


an Interval, ſtill ctoremember whar may be ſuppoſed to have been 


the procuring ' Caufes of fuch an unheard-of- Burning, which 


feems finge, by: a'forc of Contagioatohave ſpread.into many other 


Cities of the Nation : And whereas in farmer times, a Fire that 
carried away a few Houſes was thought difmal; now except it 
burn down whole Towns, or Streets at leaſt, we think it gentle. 
and merciful. If we alſo refle& upon the Time when it broke 
out,that it followed a long and an uahiappy War,and a raging Pe- 
ſtilence, our Miſeries returning fo thick upot.us, as Fob's Meſſen- 
gers did; all theſe things concurring with the ſad and gloomy 


Job 43-31. Proſpet now before us, It is ſurely meet ro be ſaid wnto 


God, 1 have born Chaſtiſement , I-will not offend avy more ; if I 
bawe done Iniquity, I will do fo 70 More. And joimin that we have 
{cen abd felt,with thatwhich is almoſt allvifibly e us, we muſt 
conclude;it is fit to turn to Him, who did fome years ago aMic us 


fo ſeverely, but has fince given us a long Incerval of Peace and 
Pſal 9.12, Plenty, and ſeems now to be bending bis Bow, whetting bis Sword, 


and preparing againſt us the Inſtruments of War. 


| The words in the Text, pronounced upon the like occaſion, 
offer to us, both the Refletion on: what is paſt, the Conſidera- 

tion of what is preſent, and the Proſpe& of what we may look. 
for. Of which I ſhall firſt ſpeak a little in General, before I ap- 
ply them. : 


This Prophecy was given in Commiſſion to Amos, one of the 


 Herdſmen of Tekoa, a Town diſtant twelve Miles from Feru/alem, 


and ſix from Bethlehem; ſo that he lived in the Tribe of Fudah, . 
tho? he was ſent to the Ten Tribes, that ſtill continued in the I- 


dolatry of Feroboam. Fehu having rooted out the Sidonian Idolas Y. 


cry of the Baalim, he and his Family, as a Blefling, even upon. 


that'imperfet Reformation, reigned over theſe Tribes 104 years; 


\ but 
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2} Mean to awaken them out of cheic Impieties. 


ec Y ore the-- 2Or& NR Yor," Jepte! 2, 1080. 
but'the Period of /ic-was now rear an end; and with it, of the 
Peace and Liberty of that'Kingdom : For Feroboam's Son, Zgcha- 
rias, reigned only ſix Months ; and his Murtkerer, Shalum, but 
one Month. Menabew, who conſpired againſt him, reigned ten 
Years ;. yet againit him cameup the King of A/ria,the conquer- 
ing Empire of that Age; and though Menabew redeemed his pre- 
ſent Quiet, by the Tribute of a Thouſand Talents, that procured 


Compare 


2 Kings 10. 
36. & - 
I 


13 
, 10. &- 


14. 23. 


themonly a whiles reſpite. His Son, Pekabiab,being a wicked Prince, * £4 15. 


Pekab conſpired 
his Reign. Then Tig/ath-Pileſer, another Aſrian King, came, and 


mots hamrery to revenge the Death of Manahbern their Ally's 
b 


carried away moſt of the Land of Galilee into Captivi- 


apainſt him, and killed him in the ſecond Year of '? 


Kings 15, 


29. 


ty. And the total Captivity of theſe Tribes followed under the 2 nz 17. 
next King. . So that from the Days of this Prophecy, what by the 6. 


Revolutions of Government at home, what by the Impreflions 
the proud 4ſrians made on them, they had a Succeſlion of, grie- 
yous Calamities, which ended: in the total Subverſion of that 


| State. And they were ſo diſperſed in their Captivity, that except 


ſome Straglers that might have returned with Zorobabel, they 
were never again gathered together ; fo that it is now only mar- 
ter of conjecture what is become of them, 


Amos was one of the laſt Meſſengers, that was ſent to invite 


wel; Langrage of his Jadgments, by Famine, by the blaſting of 
their Harveſt, 

by fach Mildew, and Vermin®, as had conſumed all their Fruits, 
their Vines, Olives, and Figs 3 by War, and che Plague, to ſuch 
a degree that their Dead were not buried, but lay in the Fields, 
to infet the Air, and to offend the Living. The Stmk of your 
Comps came into your Neſtrils. 

Verſes before my Text< And finally, that ſome of cheir Cities bad 


been burnt down by the Hand of Heaven. Two years after this, 


another Calamity came on them, from ſuch an Earthquake, 
mentioned by Zachariahb, that the People, terrified with it,thoughe 
of flying out of the Land ; for this Time being contemporary to 
thatof Uz,z:iab, the Earthquake therementioned, which became a 
Proverb,ſeems to be the ſame ſpoken of inthe firſt verſe of this Pro- 
phecy. So that this honeſt Shepherd was called from his Flocks, 


"to ſee, if the Simplicity and Plainneſs of the Man, and of his 


Sile, which is the loweſt of any of all the Prophets, could be a 
© The 


and binding up the Clouds, that it did not rain; 


Which are all mentioned inthe - 


them to Repentance, God had before ſpoken to them in the dif- ' 


Rach.14 5: 


4 wh 


chap 8 5. 
c.'5 11, 

6.4 5,6. 
chap. 5. 7. 


6.8 13, 


chap. 3. 2. 


Zech. 3. 2. 
Fade 23. 


' thing: like Healths now a-days; - they anointed themſelves with 


- is notin the Hebrew) as God did Sodom and Gomorrah!” As, does! 
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The Sins he accuſes them moſt for,' were their Trreligion, defi) Bl 
ring"to- ſtop the 'Mouths 'of the Prophets, laying, Propbifie -not | ©: 
And tho' they obſerved the returns of their Feſtivities, their New- 
Moons, and Sabbath Days; yet they were weary of them, ob- _ 
ſerving them only. for Forms ſake, and longed to have them over, . 
He alſo charges them for their Luxury tThey hadrebuilt their buctit -* 
and waſted Cities with 'hewen Stone, "and had planted pleaſahnr i 
Vineyards and Olive-yards; they drank” Wine in Bowls, ſome- 


rich Oinement, had their Beds of Ivory, andrich Couches about © 
their Tables, feaſted high and had excellent Muſick at their Ea- - 
rertainments, were guiley of great Iniquity and Oppreſſion ,'fo. 
that there was'yo” Truth nor Juſtice 'among them.” ! Arid" they | 
were become ſo barefac'd and impudent in' their Vices, that goot . 
and prudent men thought fit to keep ſilence ii that Time, bicauſe it. 
was an evil Time, For all theſe reafonsthe Prophets threaten them © 


' with a Captivity, and other ſevere Judgments ; and-that becauſe 


God bad' known them only of all the -Famies of the Earth ,' therefire'. 
he would puniſh them for their Iniquities, rs ects aloe 209 nl 
In the Word: 1 have read, he ſays, Ibave worribrown you (ſorn 


£ 


not ar 1d in the Scripture-Phraſe an exat reſemblance;but only © 
ſome Similitude in general. ''So that it does-not neceſſarify'im:!: 
port, that Fire came down from Heaven on them, but that they1 
were overthrown totally, perhaps by Fire; 'Thundring or Lighes Þ . 
ning: The Chaldee Paraphraft underſtood: it more generally oo el 

rendred-it thus : The Word of the Lord abborred thern, as be did So\'. 
dom"end CO euS., $412: 
' You wert as a Firebrand pluck d out of the Burning,” A proverbial: 
Form of Speech,” eicher exprefling the grear-Danger they tu) 
run, -with the extraordinary  Deliveratice they | had 'met' with,” 
God-reſcuing:them ona ſudden; as alſo the-defpicablenefs of their! 
preſent Condition, ' ſince nothing looks worſe than » Firebrand® 
ſnatch'd out of che Fire. TT | wp 
Yer have you not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord. They continued 

in their Impieties, and irreligious Worſhip, in'their Separation! ; 
from their 8, bra of worſhipping God at Feruſalew, in thei Þ .. 
Luxury , Senluality, and Injuſtice: 'and all' the Judgmenti!Þ -- 
they bad felt; which perhaps might have alictle- awakened the; 4 
when they lay under them, had not any ſucteffec,as to turii'their'Y 4... 
Hearts or to change. the Couſe of their: Lives; ” "Therefore'Þ «;. 
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before the Lord-Mayor,” Seprem. 2. 1680. * 5 
x, © Therefore this will I do unto thee, O Iſcael ; and becauſe 1 will do 
' + thus unto thee. Thus, may either relate to the former Judgihents, 
asif they were to be repeated upon/them ; or to what follows of 
the Captivicy rhreatned in the beginning. of the next Chapter, 
The' Virgin of Iſrael being fallen, and not able to riſe 5 Ten being letr 
of. = Handed, and\a Hundred of a Thouknd. ', 
Prepare thee to meet thy God,.O Iſrael. '; Thisiseither an Tronical 
\ Alarm tothem, to ſee what they could do to refiſt that God _ the 
God of Hoſts, that formed 'the Mountains, created the Wind, 
knew the Secrets of "Mens. Hearts, could bring darkneſs on the 
Earth in a bright Sunſhine, and; tread-upon the high Places of the 
Earth; the great Powers and mighty .Empires , at his Pleaſure: 
- . they were to try how.they were able to' reſiſt his Thunders, to 
SH bind up the Clouds , 'or the Winds of Heaven , or to diſperſe 
thoſe Armies that he was to ſend againſt them ; whom he would 
BY inſpire. with great Courage, when they ſhould be ſtuck with pan- 
- Hick Fear, andſuch ſorrow and dejeRtion of Mind, that all their 
Songs ſhould be turned to Lamentations. Or this, Prepare thee to 
meet thy God, is an Invitation to Repentance, . as that which could 
Y only avert thoſe Judgments that: were ready to break forth on 
them , and diflipate the Clouds ; fo that initeaq of the Storms 
they had reaſon to look for, they might be bleſs'd with a ſerene 
| Calm, and entire Peace, upon their returningio God. 


- Having thus opened the Scope and Intention of, the Prophet in 
Y the Text, I ſhall now ſpeak to theſe four Particulars, 


FT. When we have met wich Judgments, fignal, both in their 
kind, and in the deliverance out of ;them, \we. ought to,.rce- 
member God's hand in them, and to conſider, for. what ends 

: he both laid them 'on, : and took them off, FO 


© 11. We ought to conſider , what effe& theſe have had on us; 
Whether they have-madeus: turn to God, or nor ? 


% 


1 : Ht. We. are to, conſider, how much ſeverer Judgments. we 
| +1: may, reaſonably look, for, .if thoſe that have already come 
© Upon us, haye not prevailed to. make us return ro God. - 
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IV. Upon all this, we ought to look'unto God, and to'etidea- * 

vour-to prevent that which we cannot- otherwiſe avoid or : 

reſift, by an unfeigned'Repentance. 


For the Firſt of theſe; If we believe, that the World'is go- | 
verned by a Supream Providence, we'muſt conclude, that more 
aſtoniſhing and extraordinary Events , not only fall not out by - 
chance, but are directed for ſome great ends , .proportioned to - 
ſuch means. IF either an Accident, or a Combination of curſed : 
Men, firſt kindled this Fire, yet the Wind that waited on it, and 
drove it forward with ſach violence, that 'neither the many 
Hands that were employed toquench it , the'Neighbourhood' of 
ſo much Water, the Engines uſed, and all the other means that 
could be thought on, were effeual to ſtop its Rage, till it had 
done its Work, was a manifeſt Indication of the Hand of God: 
in it. Andhow-much ſoever Mens thoughts may be now blunt-. 
ed on this SubjeR; yet'then ; as I have underſtood from thoſe 
thatſaw it, there were few that look'd on; that ſeemed not touch- : 

- ed with'the apprehenſions of God's diſpleaſure; Many that were 
not immediately concerned init, yet ſmote. on their Breaſts, 
and ſaid, This is of God, let us return ro Him. 

F ſhall not enlarge on the Deſcription of it; or of the unex- 
peed ftopping of-it in many places, even/inthe midſt of: very 
combuſtible Matter 3; ſo that the quenching of ic had almoſt as W. 
manifeſt Characters of a Divine Appointment on it, as the Con-: 
flagration it ſelf, It would very ill' become one'that ſawit.not;)' 
to ſpend much Diſcourſe about it-to thoſe that ſaw it, and as it 
is ro be preſumed, will never forget it;- but will:tell-ic to the fuc- 
ceeding Ape's as' God commanded the * 1/rae/ites to'' convey 
dbwn to Poſterity, the remembrancs of the Caprivicy'they had 

- groaned under in" FEgypr, with the ſignal 'Deliverance out! of it; 
for things of ſo extraordinary a nature ought never to be forgot» 
cen. : ' 

I know it is not-fit, upon every- Calamity to enter into the 

Secrets of God's Providence, nor to determine what were, and} 

werenor' the procuring Cauſes : or what werethe' more princi-: 
pal*bnes;” 'Ta theſe Caſes men of ſeveral Plrties; 'havecalways Þ} 1, 
found'out ſomewhat in which they-thoughtehemſelves leaſt'con- JF te. 

cerned, and have been willing to-load that with the whole bur-Y 7. 

then off God's Indignation ; and[fo upon this occaſion, My _ 
ave 
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” have not been wanting to aſſign. ſuch Cauſes, as might make 
-» thoſe from whom they differed more hateful. Bur who has ſaid, 
What have I done ? And indeed though we may err in ſaying, one 
thing more than another drew down this Judgment on.us, and.* 
in the enumeration of the Cauſes of it, may fail inthe Account ; 
yet it is certain, tfiat when 'we lay them all together, and more 
particularly refle& on fuch of them,, wherein we find-our ſelves 
moſt concerned, we are in the readieſt way ta prevent the like, 
or heavier Judgments, from coming on us for the future. Ir 
werealſo a vain and bold Prefumption in. any , to enquire into 
this Secret, Why this City more than others,. or theſe parts of ic 
BH more-than others, were burnt down ? Our-Saviour, -by his.An- 
' ſwer upon the like occaſion, concerning thoſe whoſe' blood Pi- 
late mixed with their Sactifices, or thoſe on whom the Tower of 
Siloah fell, takes all men, off from ſuch Curioſities, ſuggeſting to 
them a more profitable Meditation : I rel you, Nay; but exc pt ye Luk 1; 3, 
repent, 'ye ſhall all Ickewiſe periſh, . Ta general, we are certain that 5s. 
God affligs us not willingly ; and ſo, without a more particular 
enquiry, we may conclude, that there were great. reaſons for this 
EY. awakening Diſperfation. And therefore, inſtead of looking back- 
BB ward any longer, I now proceed to the Second Point, to exa- 
mine, What ette&ts this orthe like Providences have produced up- 
'Y on us? And whether we have returned to the Lord, or not ? 
"' 1 ſhall confine my Diſcourſe to thoſe three Heads, on which 
"F * che Prophet founds his Charge , Treligion, Luxury, and Unrighte- 
"WW au/nc/5 ; and ſhall defire you to bear with the Plainneſs, which 
1 becomes Tuch a Subje&, and ſuch an Occaſion. I cannot ſay 
S | upon the firſt Head, of Religion, that the chief part of the Pro- 
pher's Accuſation concerns us : for the Sins of Day and Bethel do 
- not belong unto us 3 we have not ſetup a new Way of Religion, 
" different that appointed by God ;' we have not been guilty 
of any open Idolatry, in Worlhipping the Works of Mens hands, 
"or of making any reſemblance of that inviſible Being whom we 
'Y adore. But in the Head of Religion, I ſhall name other things, 
"6 wherein we have been as far from returning to God, as the Ten 


q *Tribes were. / > 

"F Fit, They minded nothing but the external Pageantry, the 
1” Maſick, and other outward Performances, and were weary often 
'Y of theſe, ſo that their ſolemn Days were Abominations to God. 
v, And now if we look among our ſelves, though there may be 
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perhaps more care in this great City, chan 5 


ſtrates Glory, who do ſo carefully reſtrain the Violation of that 


holy Time; yet many of thoſe, who in. compliance with 'Cu- | 


ſtom go fo Church, do it meerly far Form. | Butif weexamine 
what theſe Aﬀſemblies amount to, for the greateſt part, we can- 
not think but God abhors and deſpiſes them. Many go to them 


\ only for Cuſtom ; others, ta ſhew their vain Apparel, and dreſs 


themſelves with ſuch gaudy Pomp, as if it were a Play, rather 
than the Worſhip of God, they went to bear a ſhare in. I ſpeak 
not againſt modeſt Decency and Cleanneſs; but the vanity. of 
many Peoples Dreſs is no ſmall Scandal to our Churches, who 


not only gratify their own Pride, but do all they can co'diftrat - 


and tempt others. 


In the Worſhip of God , how little ſerious are we in all the : 


parts of it ? We confeſs our Sins without Contrition, we pray 
without Devotion, we praiſe. God without Aﬀection', we hear 


the Scriptures without Faith : So ina word, all is but Form, and 
even of that we grow ſoon weary. Any excuſe ſerves. us, ei- 


cher to be abſent,* or to come late. The. too viſible coldneſs of 
moſt Peoples behaviour ſhew cheir Hearts join not with their 
Bodies or their Lips in the Worſhip of God. For Sermons, they 


are hearkened to, as other Diſcourſes are, which we either cen- - 
ſure or commend, as we ſee cauſe, os perhaps ſleep all the while : / 


But if we do mind them, it is for molt part rather to furniſh our. 


ſelves with ſome Notion, to maintain Diſcourſe, and to gratify 
our Vanity, than to be truly edified by them. And what we hear 


chat more immediately concerns our ſelves, we put off, perhaps, 


with a ſlight Groan,and may be ſay within our ſelves,God be merci» 


ful to us, we ave all Sinners, Do we think God i; pleaſed or can 
be delighted wich ſuch Aſſemblies ? 


For the two Sacraments, the Devotion of the one is a!moſt-- 
quite gone, it becomes a matter of Entertainment, and is uſed 


as a Ceremony that brings much Coft with it; the Sponſors con 
fidering more the Fees they are to give, than the Vows they 


make ; and theſe being ſo ſlightly made, no wonder they are Þ 
ſlightly performed. Ir is true, the other Sacrament is kect up 
with a little more ſeriouſneſs, ſome more Preparation and Deyo--# 
tion, but becauſe People are-a little apprehenſive of this, many 
take the beſt courſe they can to eaſe themſelves of it, and do 


& 


: 


not 


| iany of NE World, ; 
about the decent Obſervation of che Sabbath ; this is the Magi» © 


1 L. 
: .* 
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” before the Lord:Mayor, Septem. 2. 1680.- 


_ not receive in many years, unleſs the Law of the I.and make 


ie neceſſary, which is by too many more conſidered than the 
Laws of Chriſt in his holy Goſpel. If we ſum all theſe together, 
and refle& on- the Coldneſs and Deadneſs we ate all guilty of, 


. in our Religion and religious Worſhip, can we think that we have 
| Yet retwrned 10 the Lord ? Can ſuch a dead lifeleſs way of fſerv- 
- ing him, be acceptable to him, that knows how-ar our Hearts 


are from him, when we draw near to him with our Lips? Can 
he take pleaſure in theſe Aﬀemblies, which, as all Forms muſt be, 
that are not enlivened by an internal Deyotion, grow burden: 


ſome to our ſelves; and are only kept upas a Compliance, either 


to Cuſtom, or ſome Remainder. of a natural Religion, that we 
have not been able to extinguiſh quite in our Conſciences, after 


many Attempts made to fear them. 


But to all this it may. be oppoſed, Are not we zealous for the 


Reformation ? Sure all this Heat and Flame muſt riſe from true 


Religion &- I deny not, but this great City has been on all occa- 
ſions very forward in exprefling their Zeal for the Reformation ; 
but even upon this Head, God has not a few things to charge us 
with. St. Paul tells us of a Zeal of a far higher Strain,than I am 
afraid ours riſes to, even of giving-ones Body to be burnt ; which 


- yet would profit nothing, if it flowed not from true Charity. So if 


our Heat about Religion riſe nor from a true and internal Love 
to.it, God may make it uſeful] to others, but it ſhall avail us no- 
thing. The Corruptions of true Religion, in all Times, have ri- 


\ & ſenfrom this, That thoſe who would not ſubmit to the neceſſa- 


ry, but hard and difficult parts of it, have ſtudied to cheat them- 
ſelves, and if chey could, to bribe God, by ſetting up in room of 
theſe, ſome more caſie and pompous things, which their Circum- 
ſtances qualified them for, and they have ſpent much' of their 
Wealth and Heat upon theſe. Some have adorned Churches,and 
adulcerated ſeveral parts of Religion, by the Splendor they have 
added to them 3; Some have been very exa& in external Perform- 
ances ; others have taken pleaſure Even in rigonrs on themſelves, 


and. others have been ative and zealous in that Cauſe , which 
TY they took to be the Cauſe of God. According to- the difference 
of Mens Conſtitutions, fo they have choſen various Ways, ' that 
did moſt ſute with- their Tempers, and .by a great Zeal about 
F theſe, have pacified thoſe Clamours, which otherwiſe are apt to 
| riſe in a guilty Conſcience. .. The Sanguine love Pageantry ; the 
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Top4det the dull returns gf their Forms ; the Melancholly af- :: 
fe& Severities; and the Cholerick ate peevilh'and paſſionate; and 
think thoſe Heats that are natural.co.them, are Sacrifices of great 
value with God. Bur will he accept. of theſe from ſuch defiled 
hands: Pact Eritrea on Se 
I know, - thoſe that a7e ior dly poleded with the Tove of 
God and their Neighbour, and havea, juſt Tenſe of the Love their | 
Reedemer hath ſhewed them, muſt haye a very lively concern'in - 
thoſe things that relate to his Glory, ,and the Salvation of our : 
Souls. -- But if we only pur on a. heat, ,and counterfeit a Zeal, : 
where there,is no_ good Principle under it > this is. but to mock 
God, and think to pay him' with, falſe*Coin, becauſe it has the 
ſuperſcription. of the crue. If our Zealtis only Paftion or Paton, © 
then to offer this up to God, is to bring wild Fire, and kindle it © 
on his Altar. = | 1-1 
There are two {ad Indications, . that declare the Zeal of the. 
greateſt part is no better : The one 1s, that the reſt of their Lives * 
are not of a,piece wich their Zeal.  Ir.is an impudent thing far 
any. to pretend, that he” is concerned that others ſhould glorify | 
God, when he is ſo ready-to difhonour him himſelf ; or that the. 
ſincere Belief,or pure Way of Worfhip,may be preſerved;,when be 
ſo cares, as if he neither believed io;bis Heart, nor worſhipped 
God in his Spirit. God is nar mocked, bur diſcerns through all 
our Diſguiſes, the ſecter Thaughts , and Tneents of our Hearts, 1 
ſpeak not this 0 cool or lellen,.your Zeal for the Reformation, 
but to dire@ it aright, that, it: being fixed on a better Principle ; 
= than cither Paſſion or Intereſt, may have a deeper root, and x 
| ſtronger operation, may be more acceptable with God, and more 
efieGival by his Blefling : which cannot be expeRted to Hypocri- 
Heal Frenaces, or at beſt, the, Fermentation of Reyenge or In- 
tereſt. p | 
Another ſad Symptom, that. ſhews our Zeal about Religion is. 
. not what it ought to be, appears in theſe unnatural Heats, that 
grow every day among our ſelves, for things, of which to ſpeak 
modeſtly, a Man muſt ſay, they deferve nor that warmth-which F 
we beſtow on them. If a Man is fo far free from the Contagion}: 
which moſt are infected with, by being of a Party, as to confi: 
der the things themſelves, he cannot but ſtand 'amazed, to ſee! Fax 
Men, who agree in all the Subſtantials of Religion, quarrel fs 
violently about ſome external and lefs important Matters, when'F;; 
' a. che Y 
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; . wealth. 1-3 
-- the Enemy is at the Gates. Tr wasone of the cleareſt Demoriſtra- 
3 tions of the Wrath of God on Fers/a/em, that during their laſt 
- Siege, the Fadctious were fo high within, thar as they had any 
reſpite from the Enemy withour, they were deſtroying. one ano- 
ther. They would not kgow the things that belonged to their 
Peace in'time, and fo they were hid from their Eyes in the day 
of their Viſitation. . When the African Churches were ready to be 
_ devoured by the Yandals, who beſides the Barbarity of their Tem- 
pers, were Arrians by their Religion; The Schiſm of the Dona- ; 
tits did'ſo rage, and was managed with ſuch heat, coo much of £4. r. con- 
both: Sides, as St. Anfin laments, that ic was'a manifeſt ſign of 44 cap- 
_ their approaching Ruin ; "yet. that holy Father, with the other }..;;? * 
Biſhops of that rime, made' great Offers for comprehending the 50. * 
= Donatifs within the Unity of the Church ; .one was; to take 
- them into a ſhare'of their FunRions, and that the Survivor ſhould 
Y be the ſole Paſtor. Bar ſecular Men enflamed the Differences, zz; 0, '- 
-and the Goyernors punillied'the Donetiſts ſo ſeverely, that'St. Aw- 127, 158, + 
Y /# wrote often tothem; to ſtop theſe violent. Proceedings. But ' 59, 160. 
+ that holy man dyed, while Hippo was beſieged, and the Prop of 
FF theſe Churches being removed, they ſoon became a Prey to their 
| = eruel' Enemies, who brougtit them all under a moſt:tercible and 
Þ | undiſtinguiſh'd Perſecution. | | 
i When the Mahbometan Itnpiety, and Saracen Empire, was ſpread- 
- ing in the Eaſt, the Greek Empire fell into ſuch Diviſions and A- 
'"Y nimoſicies about the Will, of. Chriſt, .and the Uſe of Images, that 
” disjoynted them one from'another, and made way for the growth 
e 


"'f of Matomeraniſm. Shall' we follow: theſe Paterns ſo carefully, as. 
"if we were afraid co miſs ſich Calamities as-fell on them?" Are 
"Þ we'fo litdle Tenſible. of the: Advantages we give. our Enemies, 
and the weakning we bring upon obr. ſelves, by. ſuch Jealouſics , - 
and Heartburnitps'? St. Paul whetithe Corinthians following their. r cor, c, 
© juſt Law-Suirs before Uſnbetievers; brought thereby a-ſcandal- on s, 6. 
"F Chriftianicy, charged tliem rather to ſuffer Wrong, than that a Bri 
J :her ſbou!d go to Law with a Brother, Tt ſuch things, which had a 
"2 foundacion in Juſtice'and' Property, were to be forborh for their 
+ indecency ;' O how; much: more reaſonable is.it now for thoſe 
"& who publiſh the g'ad TIO of Peace,.co lift up their Voiczs as 

= a'Trumpert, to found' a Recteat from this ungodly War in our 

4 Church; and to call Men off. fromtheic anal Howe, toa 
'' greater Calm and Temper; when the Effeas of them' are like 
"tobe ſo fatal, be 


ER ASERMON Preached 
Ir has been the Device of the Church of, Rome, both to keep WF 
VUnity within her ſelf, and to foment Differences among others, 
ever ſince the Reformation. They have Differences among them 
of a far higher nature than any ,we-have among us. The moſt 
material Differences in Matters of Dodrine, that have raiſed the - 
ceateſt Animoſicies in this Iſland, have been about the Nature of 
ivine Grace, and the Order of the Decrees of God : but thofe - 
have been cartied as high, if not higher, in the Church of Rome. 
I need not mention the many Differences among the ſeveral Fa- . 
milies of the Schoolmen, who have invented various Explanati- 
ons of almoſt all the Myſteries of their Religion, and have de- 
fended their Sentiments with as little Modeſty of Language, as 
i: many of our Writers do ; yet all this has not broken their Church; |. 
In that which isto them the fundamental Point of their Religi- * 
on, Where the ſupreme Power of judging Controverſies infallibly is lodg- © 
ed; tho* they all agree againſt us, that there muſt be a living in- 
fallible Judge,y er theydo not agree.in whom this Power is placed.” 
Many ſet up the Pope; others are.ſo aſhamed of this, that they 
are for the CounGail, Without the Pope; and others chuſe a mid- 
_ dle way, and are for aſcribing it to the Pope and Council toge- + 
ther; Andyet if the Council has either the Infallibilicy entirely, 
or has any ſhare in it, To that it is no where without its concur- 
rence, .then they have no. infallible Judge, ic being 115 years 
fince they had a General Council, and *tis like to be much long-: 
er before another comes. B37 : ' 
I need not enlarge on their other Differences, either the anci- K- 
enter Conteſts concerning the Immaculate Gonception of the B. 
Virgin, which were not only ſupported by ordinary Reaſonings, 
but by Pretences to Viſions and Revelation ; and the latter Con- 
reſts, that are yet pending. i the Court of Rome, concerning. 
the Morals of the Jeſuits, and other modern Caſuiſts:. AJl theſe 
ſhew che Varieties among them 'in Matters of Doctrine. i | 
- Thoſe who have Travelled among them, and narrowly ob- : 
ſerv'd their Cuſtoms, ſee that there are no ſmall Diverſities tn the. © 
Rites and Forms of their Worſhip, Every Nation, and every Re- 1 
lIigious Order, has ſome Rites that are peculiar to them; . and tho' "I; 
the Roman Office is now uſed moſt commonly, yet as the 4mbro- 
fian continued long at Milain, and the Mozarabick-in ſome-parts , 
of Spain; ſo here in Erg/and, the Southern parts followed the Uſe "FW; 
| of Sarum; the Northern, the. Uſe of York ; South-wales, the Uſe 


of, F- 
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F before the Lofd-Mayr, Septem. '2. 1680. 
> "of "Hereford ; and Nortb-Wales the UTe' of Bangor ; beſides a pe- 
© »tuliat Uſe that Lincoln had for” that large Diocets. All which 
KY + ſhew how willing they were'to knit all People to their Communi- 
Y on, indulging them Sond peculiar Rites, either different from, 
- or addedto the reft. '-So-wellt have they ſtudied the Policy of 
- keeping their whole Strength united: together, againſt choſe they 
' call Hereticks, and their common Enemies; tho” they have not 
been able'co bring all their Votaries to an Uniformity, either in 

+. Points of Doarine, or the Forms of 'Worſhip. 


/ © They have nolefs indaſtrioufly' blown upon and improved all 


the Differences among the Reformed , to, break; chem among 

_ -themfelves.' ' Could ſo ſmall a ' matter;-as the Difference abour 
the Prefence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, (which was only a ſpe- 
-culative part , ſince their Worſhip did not differ ) have fo divi- 
ded the Lutheran and Hebvetian Churches, if ſome ſecret Practi- 
ces of theirs had not wrovght:on the Weakneſs and Paſltons of 
 fome angry Men? The Papifs ſaw this as well on the one hand, 
as the! Princes and foberer Divines 'perceived it on the other. 
At ane Publick Conference, -appointed/by the Diet of the Em- 
- pire, between . Papiſts and Proteſtants, for: ſetling Religion, the 
 Papiſts knowing their weak Side, and defirous' to throw a Bone 
© among them,: propoſed, that they ſhould firſt agree to condemn 
- the Helwetians. | MelanFhon perceived what this aimed ar, -and 
ſo ſtudied co divertit, bur other peeviſh Divines grew ſo hot about 
BH it, chat they broke up the Meeting, to the no ſmall joy of the 
- BW Popiſh Party. (oe | 
How far they may have practiſed among us to inflame our 
- Differences, I ſhall not determine, butI am ſure there is nothing 
 wecan' poſſibly contrive, "moreiboth to their Advantage and Sa- 
 & tixfaion, than this is. The Heathen Philoſophers had different 
' & Schools, but worſhipped in the ſame Temples. The Primitive 
- Chriſtians differed in many Cuſtoms, both about the Obſzrvati- 
on of Eafter and Lent, *with many other various Rites; but they 


: h Church till the Biſhops. of Rome began: to lay their Yoke upon 
Foie other Churches. Ic were a:great happineſs to'be exaRtly of 


Fought cercainly to examine the ground of theſe Differences, with 
Fcalm and unprejudiced minds:And to pronounce my own opinion 
"F ireely, and without reſerves, I am very confident if that were 
06 done 


; > never broke-the Bond of Peace and Perfe&ion, the Unity of the 


Fihe ſame mind : and ſuchas differ from the Publick Conſtitution, 
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©2114, 050: Af SERMON-Preached '. * 
| done,- with the Care and @ Lg that is requiſite, the Truth: 
would ſoon appear'to be of our Church's ſide : and if there be? 


ay 


yet any DefeRs in our Conſtitution, or any thing that requires 
Amendment or-Improvement; as.no doubt, none ever was ſince 
che Apoſtles days that needed it! riot; then let clear Reaſon, and 
calm, but ſteady Endeavolirs:be uſed for compleating or order. 
ing what is wanting or amiſs among us z. which his late Glorious | 
Majeſty offered to redreſs, for ſetling this Church. And it will 
. .ſeem ſtrange, if any who Glory ſo much, and fo juſtly, in the 


Honour the Church Received by fo great a Teſtimony , as his ©-- 
Martyrdom gave. it, ſhould not follow thoſe Thoughts, which FI 
He, after a long courſe of Sufferings, and deep and devout ſta. 
| dy about them, had taken-up za dae difference being made be- 
tween thethings that he offeredin compliance to the heat of that 
time, and the more retired RefleRions himſelf had. | 
But if ſo great a Happineſs, as a compleat Unity cannot be. 
attained co, let us, at leaſt, lay aſide ovr Unnatural, Unchriſti. 
an, and'unpolitick Animoſities ;/ condeſcending to' the Infirmi- 
ties of the Weak, and pitying them rather than inſulting. over 
them : Let ſuch mutual allowances be givenas Human Infirmity, F- 
the weakneſs of many mens Reaſons, the ftrengeh of cheir Paſ. FF 
fions, .and the force of Prejudice:and Education require. And. 
if we will ſo order our Zeal, ithatits firſt andchief Operation be 
on our ſelves, reforming our lives , 'and purifying our Hearts, 
and then apply it proportionably torother things, giving toevery. 
part of Religion ſuch a ſhare of it as the importance of the 
thing requires ; then a great deal of our heat would be foon al- 
layed. | " 
. But to ſpeak plainly; Is it a Chriſtian Zeal to difſeminare Liesand I] 
Scandals ? To expoſe men that: have deſerved highly, for ſoms © 
ſuppoſed Miſtakes ? Thefe things ought nor fo to be. If thoſe Y-4 
that run about with che greateſt violence, blowing on ſuch ſparks, Y 
would exaimine themſelves, as in the preſence of God, whac is} 
the ſecret cauſe or fpring of all their Motions, I am fure much} * 
Jam 3.16, Of it will be found to flow fram bitter Envy and Strife, which bring ®- 
17. ' on. Confuſion and every evil work : and not from the Wiſdom that WY 
ſram bowie, and js firſt pure and then praceable, and eaſy to be .inrreat* 
- 2Tim.12. 6d, And as we ought m meekneſs inftrat thoſe that oppoſe rhemſelvur gi 
v5. {> others ſhould not expreſs co great uneaſinels at the inſtruRtionsYÞ! 
we offer them, | | 
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before the Lord*Mayor; Stptemb. 2. 1680. 15: 

” If we willrefle&:on the bigh valueour Saviour ſer'on our lov- 

© ing one another, that thereby a//men ſhiuld know that we are bis JÞ" 23- 

© Diſciples, it would ſoon change 'our Temper; ſo'that being aſha- 35: 

med of our former Conteſts, if- we could not of a ſudden come wi 
Y cochink the ſame things; yet-the ame'Spiric of Meeknefs, Hu-. 

BH 8 milicy and Charity-dwelling-in us, we ſhould ſoon grow -up inta 

BY ane Body: from which we are nor 'kepr, ſo much bythe Ditfer- 

Y ences themſelves that wediſpute about,' as by that Alienation: ot 

8 Mind, which hath fo violently. rent- us from one another. And 

Y. this makes that for all che Evils which we have either felt ,' or do 

FF. till fear, inſtead of accuſing'or condemning our ſelves, we lay 

'Y the blame wholly upon others. "The City blames "the Country, 

and the Country the: City s We of the Church blame-thoſe of / 

che Separation, and they of -the Separation blame us of the 

SY Church: But alas ! who look: into their own Conſciences, and 

| humble their ſelves before God! 

Þ ©- This Evil isof | the Lord, therefore let us turn to-him with our 

BY whole Heart: and we ſhall certainly feel, thac as a fpiric_of crue 

« & and real Holineſs riſes in us,we ſhall grow above theſe Conteſts for 

{mall matters.” +For God ſeems to puniſh us with this diviſien of 

Language and Heart, as he did the Builders of Babel, for our 

1 «her fins ; ſipce without a ſtroke from Heaven, a common mea- 

+ } fore of Infatuation could not carry this'ſo far. 

; | © And now go to: the next particular charged bythe Propher 

2 theſe Tribes, wherein they had 'not returned unto the Lord: 
We 


'Y That was Luxary. [Dheyihad rebuilt their Houſes, furniſhed them 
i. | gloriouſly,and ſurfeited themſelves with their Plenty : which they 
-Þ} abuſed by their exceflive Intemperance, both in eating , drink- 
4 © ivg, and in- other Jollicies;' being inſenſible of the Judgments of 
i» & God, chat had either fallen on them, or were hanging over them. 
> |} And :in:this, how parallel are our fins to theirs/? This City is 

*Þ rebuile with an increaſe of Luxury, as well as Order and Beau- 
r F:; How many doexceed their Rank and Condition, the many 
# | Sceakings do too manifeſtly declare : few are contented to live 
© that moderate -Frugality - and Decency that their Anceſtors 

;% ud 3 and complain of want and decay of Trade, becauſe there 
j{@mnes not in enough to ſupply their Vanities, or to ferve their 

FLvxury. The Intemperance that abounds is too notorious to be 
ne Puch.infiſted on : as it thoſe Liquors which God hath bleſſed us 
wich, for refreſhing. and reſtoring our Spirits, were to he uſed 
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_ impaiting-our Healths, and the profuſe waſting of our Time j 
and Eſtates. . Inventions alſo. m 


| how ſtudiouſly do theſe Agents. for Vice , endeavour to corrupt 


. cies of both Sexes going/to;Taverns;: the corruption'of a defiled 


either for the inflanjing of our Laſts, the deprefling our-Reaſons, * 


; 
% 


t be fallen on for the decent 
forcing others to the:like- Exceſſes , by. ſetting Healths abour. 
A'practice ſo ridiculouſly. Brutal; that it were a loſs of words to 
go to expole. it ;:Hereby men are :natiſatisfied to: Gratify their © 
own . Intemperance , but muſt; lay ſnares for others. And 


all that are ſo unhappy as tofall in their. ill Company ; training 
them on by degrees, till they have raifed them to the like pitch - 
of; Impiety. with themſelves. To-this is joyned che Exceſs and. * 
Curioſity of Entertainments, which has been long accounted.one 

of the ſpecial Vices,of this Cicy. Our Bodies when nouriſhed © 
inthe, moſt moderate manner, ;and kept down. with Exerciſe, 
yet are apt enough. to raiſe; many. Temptations in us : which we - 
ought not to cheriſh, by laying in a too-plentiſul proviſion for 

the Fle(b ,- with -its Luſts and} AﬀeRions.: -When- People give 
themſelyes up to all the incentives to. Luſt, :and by Jollities, Mu- NW 
ſick, Balls, Drinking and Feaſting, have laid chemſelves out to ſo 
many Temptations, and prepared ſo much fewel' within for theſe 
impure Flames to'work on ;-it.is no wonder that all. exceſs of Ri- 
ot and, Wantonneſs ſhould follow. ſuch. Diſorders. The Indecerft 


Stage , the' groſs Libercies! which, many take ; have now run © 
us into ſuch. a, mire of Filth and Senſuality; that it is: ſcarce de- 
cent to rake in that kennel ;, and-to (ſpeak-of the things that are 
done,alas,not.in ſecret, but in the ſight of the Sun ; Shall mor God 
viſit for theſe things ?. Have. we yet returned. unto-him? or do-we-. 
not.go onto dare Heaven, and work all:manner of Abominations 
with: greedineſs,... And-while ſuch Vices abound, and:fo many. 
Judgments hangover us, who is betaking himſelf to Faſting and 
Prayer? who hath cut off any of his former ;Exceſles; or is (a6 
cuſing himſelf? Sin and Lewdneſs are ſtill growing, and ic's like 
will go on, till,- as the Prophet threatens, God ſhall-make your Sun |. 
to go down at Noon, atd darken the Earth. im the clear day. Poetical © 
Expreflions for unlook'd for Mileries. Then be will turn your Feaſts W- 
unto mournirg, and all your, Songs unto Lamentations: :' and inſtead» 
of the vani.ies of your Apparel, and the coltly dreſſes on your 
Heads, will bring Sockcloth on all your 'loyns, and baldneſs on all your W- 
beads, and make yuur mourning to be like the meurning of an only Son, 
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Juſtice and 


"© dig unto bell God will rake them thence, and though they climb up unto 
'Heawen be will bring them down; though they hide th:m{ely:s on the 
tops of Mountains, be wil ſearch and take them out from thenc:, and if 
” 7bey ſhould lie as cloſe as in the Bottom of the Sea, be will command a 
= 0 ſerpent ro bite them. In theſe Points we ought on ſuch days of Hu- 
 miliation, if we iatend noc c@ add che Mockery of theſe co our 
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The'third thing for: which the Prophet accuſes the ten Tribes, 
is, that which Luxury muſt carry with it, to ſupport it; their'»- 

Oppreſſor. A man that ſpends profuſely on himſelf, 'as 
he diſables himſelf from giving the Poor ſuch a ſhare of his wealth 
as he ought to dog ſo he'grows unable to perform: thoſe ſtricter 
Duties of Juſfice and Equity to his 'Neighbours with whom he 
deals; Mer that will live high, muſt maintain ic by all poſlible 
means: If the cheating, even a Friend, the Sophiſticating cor- 
rupted Goods, the defrauding Creditors, by covering one with 
ſome ProteQion, or pretending he breaks, to force Abatements 
of-juſt Debts, or perhaps the profuſe waſting both his own Stock, 
andtheStocks withwhichothers have truſted him, become neceſ[a- 
ry tofurniſh out his Luxury and Vanity,he ſticks at none of them. 
I do not doubt but the Regulations made in this great City are 
as exaQt and well conſidered as in any ſuch City in the World ; 
but as long as the high'way of living continues, many unrighte- 
ous things muſt be invented for defraying that Expence. Juſtice 
and'Righteouſneſs are among the firſt Elements of Virtue, which 
Nature does ſo carlyteachall men; and are fo neceſſary to thePeace 
and Government of the World, that we do very impudently pre- 
cend tothe highthingsof Religion,if we have not begun withtheſe 
which are'the loweſt ſteps to it. If Trade is carried on by Lying, 
Chearing, Sophiſticating,Extortion,and unregulated Uſury, can a 
Blefling be expected from Heaven, on Wealth ſo acquired? If 
men make their Weights ſmall, and falſify their Balances by Deceit, ſo 


' That they ſell the Poor bread,” ſhall God forget theſe things ? ſhall not the 


land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleb therein ? If 
the Myſtery of ſome Trades conſiſts in the Cheats of them ; 
if Retailing is manag'd by lying ; if Debts are paid by cozenage 


and fraud ; if Bargains are made after too much Wine ' bath 
-numbed or over-heated the-Spirits of the one: Party, of which 
"the other takes the advantage; if men have ever ſomuch wealth, 


and cunning both in acquiring and preſerving ic ; yetaccording 
to the Prophetical exprefiions in the Ninth Chapter, Thowgh they 


other 
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\ inſtead of doing that, do-not only continue in them, but con- 1 


A SERMON Preatbed - 


other Yins, to'examine our ſelves, as in the Preſence of God, 


and fee whether: we have either departed from our old Sins, or 


tra& new Guilt. If we will break the Yokes of Opprefhion and 
Injuſtice, if we convert what formerly went to our Luxury and 
Vanity, and apply it to the Neceflity of our-poor Brethren ; and 


if inſtead of theſe Forms (in the repeating which we have too - 


Jong placed all our Religion) 'and of our bitter Heats, we do 


follow Peace with all men, and bolineſs ; without which no man ſhall. 


feetbe Lord: then when we pray to him, he will hear Qur Prayers, 
owr Dip bt fhall ſhine out under all that Darkneſs, that now covers us 5 
God ſhall guide us continually, and ſo ſatiify aur ſouls, that we- ſhall de- 
light our” ſelves in bim and bis Service. Fat 51 

But if we will ſtill continne in-our Sins, and ſatisfie our ſelves 
with ſo ſlight a way of ſerving God, then we may look for either 
the like, or heavier Judgments : which is the third thing I propo- 
ſed to ſpeak to; Therefore thus will 1 do unto thee, All the Correti- 


ons that God lays on us, are to amend us, but if theſe prevail 
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not, then other feverer means muſt 'be uſed for the fame end, 
more ſearching Medicines when gentler ones cannot raiſe or car- 
ry off the Humours ; and in Concluſion, God often makes 


thoſe Nations on whom he had beſtowed the moſt diſcrimina- 


ting Marks of his Favour, the moſt publick Inſtances of his Ju- 
flice, as he did the Jews of old, for their Idolatry, and the Rowan 
Empire, after they had.ſo ſtrangely corrupted the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion : more fignal Judgments being perhaps the only means left 


to work on ſome, whom indulgent Providences do not prevail - 


with z who indeed can be awakened by nothing, but Thunder 
and Lightning. In the Government of the World, the Methods 
of divine Providence are ſo myſterious, that ic very ill becomes 
us, to.take on vs to judge how things ſhall fall out 3 yet ſince So- 


lomon has obſerv'd that'there is nothing new ender the Sun, and by - ' 


what has been,we may colle& what may be; there are two thin 

threatned by this Prophet; a Famine, not of Bread, nor a Thirſt for 
Water, but of hearing the Word of the Lord : ſo that they 
from' Sea to Sea, and run to and fro to feek it, but (hould not 
The other was, that they 
where God ſhould command the/Sword that it 
would ſet his Eyes on them for Evil and not for G 


ſhould wander |} 
ſhould go unto Captivity before their Enemies, | 
ſhould ue them, and be | 

00 Je is worth 

our time to conſider what we may expe either of theſe ways. || 
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As for a Famine of the Word of the Lord, whether it ſhall 
come upon ns, from that Religian, which openly profeſſes its 
D:ſign to be to take the Scripture out of the hands. of the Peo- 

le, or from any other hand ; 'we have reaſon enough to look 
or it, when we conſider how horridly we have negleted and abu- 


ſed it. The greateſt part never trouble themſelves about it, and, 


perhaps, ſince cheir firſt Education and Childhood, have never 
looked on it x others have read it, and fixed ir more carefully in 
their Memories, but rather that by talking in that Stile,they ma 


conceal their Villaniesz and by the Miſapplication of it, excuſe 


theic Errors and Faults : but how few read it with a plain Sitm- 
plicity.of mind, to receive Inſtruction and Light from it, and to 
kindle greater Warmth of AfﬀeRion in chem, from the many 


excellent Paſlages in it: which what Effe& ſoever they may have. 


on vulgar Readers, are, to thoſe that read them, with a well-diC- 
poſed Mind, ſtrong and ſharp as a two edged Sword. It cannot 
be denyed, but Religion, among us, has Joſt much of 'its Force 
and Authority ; and many, ſeeing thorough the Hypocriſy of 
one ſort, and the Formality of another, have come to imagine, 
that there is nothing in it but either Cuſtom or Intereſt. And I 
wiſh the great Scandals that our Conteſts have given to all men 
of clear and diſengaged Reafons, may nor have occaſioned or en- 
creaſed this in a great Meaſure. Univerſally the Goſpel is preach- 
ed and heard without that Senſe, which a thing of ſuch high 


' Conſequence deſerves; for certainly, it muſt be acknowledged, 


that either Chriſtianity is a Contrivance or Dream, or that it is 
the moſt important thing ia the World. How far other Accidents 
may deprive us of this, of which che Force and Efficacy is, in a 


great part, gone, we do not know : whether downtight Atheiſm, 


or the disbelief of all revealed Religion, which has gor ſuch foot- 


'ing among us; or other extravagatit Conceits of extirpating 2 


Goſpel-Miniſtry, as the decenteft IntroduRtion to thefe, tnay noe 
bring us within this Curſe, I ſhall nor play the Diviner : but the 
great rage by which many endeavour to make the Clergy hateful 


3 and contemptible, wich a Concarrence of ſome other things, 
'F ſeems «0 give juſt Apprehenfions, chat we may live yet' to fee ſuch 


days 


bur 


$1 confeſs, on the other hand, the Appearances ſeem more DrO- 
'F bable and chreatning, that we ſhall be brought utider the Tyran- 
| oy of that Church, chat can never hope to advance het Intereſts, 
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4 SERMON Prahed 
but by ſupprefling this Light, by prohibiting the Scriptores, and ' © 
gerſwading the World co deliver up their Faith and Conſcience 
to the keeping and governing of. their- Prieſts; for who can go 
over to them, ll his Mind is fo loaded with Prejudices, that he 
dares not uſe his Underſtanding and Reaſon ? Can any man be- 
lieve that a Biſhop, choſen with all the craft and intrigue that can 
be uſed among the cunningeſt Scateſmen in the World, ſhould be 
preſently the Head of the Church, the Univerſal Paſtor, St. Pe- 
ter*'s Succeſſor; and the Supream Judge of all Controverſies ? who 
though he underſtand no Divinicy, and praRiſes as lictle Mora- 
licy, yet mult decide all Controverſies of Religion ; and that in 
his Sentence all mult acquieſce. He that can believe this, is well 
enough prepared rogoover to them, and to believe the only thing 
L know, which is more incredible; that a Prieſt by virtue of a 
Character given him, which is every whit as unintelligible as this 
great Effect of it, can, by pronouncing of five'words, - make a 
piece of Bread and a little Wine, become the whole and entire 
Subſtance of the Body and Blood of Chriſt'; - ſo' thatic is all in 
every crumb and drop of it. Theſe are things to which men muſt 
be long and well prepared, before: they can think they believe 
them : for it may-be juſtly made a Queſtion,- Whether chey do, 
or indeed can believe them ? 'This Religion muſt of neceflicy, 
for its-own ſupport, extinguiſh the Light. of the Scriptures : in 
which, the part that came more immediately, than any- other, 
from God himſelf, has not eſcaped their Expurgation : I mean, 
the ten Commandments; of. which, the Second, one of the ful- 
leſt and moſt copious of them, is lefe out of their Catechiſms ; 
becauſe it muſt have cleanſed the Churches of Images, and the 
many Monuments of Idolatry, with which they have defiled it. 
And in the New Teſtament, that-part of it on which they have 
built moſt, is yet fo contrary to one of their Devices, that it was 
| fit for them not to let the People underſtand it. I mean the In- 
ſticurion of the Euchariſt, in which Chriſt ſaid, Drink ye all of 
' this, when. he gave his Diſciples the Cup. They had alſo made. 
- their Worſhip ſo ridiculous, by the many ſtrange Legends read on © 
the.” Saints, days, to which both the Colle&ts and Anthems for -Þ. 
cheſe Offices do relate, that it had been hard to have brought the |} 


P note to hear theſe things gravely : Therefore ic was very fit,for 
theſe. ends, to have their Worſhip in an unknown Tongue : tho? 


"By Gere 14 St. Payl-has written ſo copiouſly on that SubjeR; that it is not 
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| before the Lofd-Mayor, Septem. 2. 1630. 
eafie to Imagine how their minds are compoſed who believe char 
he was inſpir'd, 2nd yet approve of a Worſhip, .in a Language 
e6t underſtood by the People. | | 

Bur after all, theſe Corruptions of theirs, why ſhould we not | 
think jt reaſonable to believe, that ſince we have given our ſelves 
up to ſome of rhe worſt Effe&ts of Popery, God ſhould abandon 
vs ſo far, as to ſuffer us ro come again under that yoke from 
which, by a mighty hand he delivered our Fathers? While we 
worſhip him meerly oft of Form, what difference is there be- 
'tween that and the relling of Beads? If we think a looſe Life may, 
by 4 few touches of Sorrow, be fo expiated, that theſe ſhall 
carry us to Heaven, is not this almoſt as bad as to believe 4ttre- 
tion is ſufficient to Salvation? If -we think cur coming.co Church, 
of Sacrament, will ſave us, is it not as bad as their "Opus operatum ? 
If we blindly deliver our ſelves up to a Party, and follow all its 
Intereſts, what better is this, than their Implicit Obedience ? and if 
we allow our ſelves in that rage and violence, by which many 
carry on their Opinions), ſeeking the Ruin of all who differ 
from them, and ſpare 'no Methods, how falſe or cruel ſoever 
they be ; This is not far from their Extirpating of Hereticks, and 
ſaying, there is mo Faith to be kept to them, If by theſe and many 
more particulars, we examine how much the Spirit of Popery 
' doth ſtillleaven us,many of thoſe who ſeem moſt heartily oppolice 
to it, will be found deeply tinured with it : And if we are ſecret- 
ly corrupted with ſfomeof the worſt Principles of that Religion be- 
fore we are aware of it, the other parts will more eaſily follow. 
Our Doctrine and Worſhip are Reformed: That we owe to the 
aft Ape, and to our Educations : But if our Hearts and Lives 
are vitiated by the ſame ill Principles, under another diſguiſe, it 
- +a be ſo great a Leap as ſome men imagine to get'over that 
Gulf. | 
Here is one danger before us: it is a great one indeed, and 
- perhaps the very Methods ſome may uſe to ſecure us from ie,may 
jrecipreaee vs headlong unto it. Caiaphas adviſed the Fews to 

ill our Saviour, fearing that upon his pretending to be a King, 


| the Romans might come and take thatplace 5 Bur this did ſo pro- 

& Yoke God, rhat what they feared, came upon them : ſo whether 
2 fomeby over bending their Zeal and Fervour, may not overthrow 
Þ a Church, which has been, ever ſince the Reformation began, 
; {the greateſt Bulwark againſt "Ot'Fs and drive things much fur- 
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ther than. at preſent they intend or im 
thoughts of wiſer men.” 


- Induſtry or Trade : he can bring out of the Duſt of the Earth, Þ 


Sore of theſe Dangers are not ſoremote, as to be look'd upon Wt 
aft as. 


A $ERMON- Preached \ © oF 
agine, I-leave it to-the | 


" The other thing threatned by the Prophet,is their being led un- 
to Captivity, and given up-to the Sword. Our preſent Wealth 
and Plenty, the Situation of our Country , the ſtrength of our ' 
Fleets, and the Natural Bravery of the Nation, may ſeem perhaps 
to raiſe us beyond the fear of it: England never having been 
higher in Trade, our Plantations never ſtronger and better Peo- 
pled, our Dominions never more extended, and our Shipping go- 
ing from under one end of Heaven to another. Bur alas ! it God 
blaſt our publick Councils, and ſtrike us at home with ſuch a 
Diviſicn of Heart,. that we cannot agree in things that. are ne- 
ceflary for common Safety ; all our wealth makes us but a more 
invitiog Prey, either for.a Tyre or Sidon, that may be near us, 
who would gladly carry our Trade from us; or for a great Con- 
queror that hovers over any of his Neighbours, to ſpy from whence 


. 


| he can receive an Addition to his Empire and Glory. And if 


God intends to give us up to Captivity, he will take away the 
Heart from our Counſellors, and Spirit and Courage from our 
Armies and Fleets; as the Prophets threatned the I#aelites often, 
that thoſe to whom God was todeliver them up, ſhould come up- 
on them with ſo unreſiſtable a Force, and meet with ſo faint an 
Oppoſition, that they ſhould eaſily fall into their hands. 
There is nOung in which the over-ruling Force of divine Pro- 
vidence ſhews it ſelf more than in the riſing and falling of Em- 
ices 3 in which we find often, great Kingdoms ſubdued by a 
mall Fcrce, while the one were elevated with more than ordina- 
ry Courage, andthe other ſide, by a Series of odd Accidents, as 
much depreſſed : fo that vaſt Treaſures and great Armies have 
melted to nothing ; and ſometimes without any viſible Fault in 
the ConduR ; where no rational Account can be given, but that- 
Heaven was on the one ſide. If God is againſt us,he needs no In- 
ſtruments to chaſtiſe us with, he can. cicher by binding or open- 
ing the Clouds or Winds of Heaven, blaſt all che Fruits of our x 


Swarms of Vermine to plague us ; he can diſcharge his Arrows, Þ& 1 
and again ſend the Plague or a Fire among us, or ſo give-us upto 4 
Madneſs and Diſorder, that we ſhall again fall in unnatural 

Wars at home, and deſtroy one another. a | 
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as thedark Dreams of men, or the Speculationsof a 
- diſturbed Fancy ; what has been may be, and is, perhaps, nearer 

than we imagine. - I ſhallnot increaſe your Horror at the Return 
of ſuch things, by a Pompous and Tragical Defcrigtion of them ; 
you need but refle& on what you have ſeen and known of many 
' of them : and what if theſe ſball return upon us again ? What 
- If this fruitful and peaceable Land, be again made a Field of 
Blood, and be watered on both ſides, by the Blood of Engliſh- 
men, Brother fighting againſt Brother, till being chas weakned at 
home, we become an eaſy Acquiſition, to thoſe who long for 
ſach a Breach among our ſelves ? And does not the Proſpe of 


o 
o 
} 4% 
af *? 
y* 


theſe things affe& us ? What remains then, bue that I conclude. 


with the fourth particular, of which I propoſed to fpeak , that 

' our turning to God, is that which only can prevent thoſe Judg- 
ments that we cannot reſiſt, There is no Counſel nor Divinati- 

on againſt God, he. makes the. Diviners mad, and brings the 
Counſels of the Heathen to nothing ; he makes the Devices of 

the people, of none effet : we can neicher withſtand his Power, 

* | defeat his Wiſdom, nor eſcape his hand ; we can only hamble 
, our ſelves before him, and turn to him with our whole Hearts ; 
| and thereby avert all that ſtorm of heavy Wrath, that is ready to 
1 F burſt out upon us. | If there; were a general turning. from: the 
evil of our ways, from the Intemperance, Uncleanneſs, Inju- 

* | fiice, and Impieties,. that /have;ſo long prevailed among us; then 
* | -how ſoon would all theſe. dreadful Symptoms of God's Diſplea: 
a Þ ſure fall off? Upon the Repencance of. Ninewveb, thoſe Judgments 
- | which were ſo near , that the ſhort period of forty days were 
5 F prefixed to them, were put off to a longer time : The external, 
'e | butfeigned Humiliation of Ahab, procured to him a Reprieve of 
that Sentencethe Prophet had denounced. So if there: but 
a ceſſation from thoſe horrid Impieties by which God is fo righ- 
ly diſhonoured, and of thoſe publick and avowed Vices which no. 

| Chriſtian Nation practiſes now more openly than we. do; and 
- which have, in a great meaſure, taken our Spiric and Senſes from 


& which we ſtill enjoy. But if, no warnings will prevail, if; nei- 
"ther paſt Calamities, nor threatned Miſerics, * nor che ſerife which 
ome, who have gone in the ſame exceſs of Rior, have expreſled of 
'K when they werenear Death, will work on a wicked generati- 
'0n, ic ſeems ſuch are already under that Curſe given g4t — al 
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ut hope fora longer continuance of thac Tranguilicy, 
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' "x 8 BRMO Wifeidked of,» \ | 
E. mo 6. 10,. caſio -to- Wks Mike ihe biart of this Peop ple fat, al ks tha 
$ ears heavy,” and ſhut thiir eyes ;, left they ſee per therr Yen and b, 

4 with thtir ears. and underſtand with thei hearts, and's wy | 
bealed : and that this ſhall laſt cll the Cities be waſted out -t,.. 
bitants, the bouſes without men, and the Land be utterly wrt { 

exprefling the higheſt Indignation poffible ind ſach I 
who had long abuſed the Patience of God; and had mocked hin 
by drawing near to him with their Lips, when their hearts | 
fir from him. 

\ if the greateſt part will ftill go on in their Sins , till & 
perth by them; yet if there were but a ſmall number that wod 
erioully Wi themſelves to turn to God, by Prayer, Faſtings, Sup 

plications, and engaging in a courſe of ſtci& and fervent —_ 
tion, and fo ſtand in that Breach which our fins and Diviſioi 
have opened; and inftead of looking after News, or expetit 
nick] "Om Humane Councils, el God's Ange r were appealed 
would cry mightily to him 3 hiefe mi he the happy Preſs 
aud” Diliverers of their Country, at kaft from pr Ne Ds 

Or if the Sits of Enplant re ſuch, that God will not Dh 

ted, even of thefe, but will give ſach evidences of his ce - 
fore, that all ſhall lay, Verily there is a God that judges in the Eu b 

yer ſuch mourners ſhalt not loſe their labour : their Tears 7 

Prayers ſhalt return upon thetiifelves';rhey ſhall at he leaft ba 
their own Souls for a prey, and way be blefſed yy bon 
gaining ſome few abour'them ; who, though 

ved in the common. Galamity, yet ht Fo find 
of the Lord. God grant there Hay be many foch: Y ann tro; 

« that fot their ſakes, be may raiſe up' the Tabernacle of bis Ani 
- and Wag the breaches of it, and build it up ay mm the former tim 


| ay eftabliſh us in chis ood Land, which he hath given iy,th 
6' nay ſtill enjoy the Bling of his pure Religion and'h ol 
Word; with the continuance'of our Peace and Plenty : and't 
2 Exil be determined to Fs upon the Land, 'that we ni 
| fee it, ck m2 99 gathered to our Pathers in Peace. ' 
Ga the Fa S0n,"and the Holy 'Ghoft,” "bet Jong 
970 > "i ever anderer. Aon,” 109 .{c1h9 N61 5vv all 
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